
 

 

 

 
 

April 24, 2020         VIA EMAIL 

 

Re: Recommendation for Covid-19 Recovery and Economic Stimulus: New State Funding for 

Clean Energy Resilience Infrastructure 

We are writing to recommend that the Legislature fund clean energy resilience infrastructure as part 

of any Covid-19 economic stimulus plan.  As reported yesterday in an online hearing held by the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) on the impacts of Covid-19 on California’s clean 

energy programs, California has already lost thousands of clean energy jobs. 

One of the most pressing local climate impacts is increased risk of wildfire. Public Safety Power 

Shutoffs (PSPS) during the 2019 fire season caused billions of dollars to California, provoking a rush 

by utilities, businesses, local governments and homeowners to purchase fossil-fuel back-up 

generators, many of which are diesel powered.     As we know, Covid-19 attacks the respiratory 

system, making now an even graver time to deploy new diesel generation. 

 

Low-income and disadvantaged communities suffer disproportionally from air pollution and high 

rates of respiratory disease, problems which are being exacerbated by local governments and 

utilities using state and ratepayer funds to install new fossil fuel-powered generation.    

In the fall of 2019, the California Office of Emergency Services provided $75M to help local 

governments prepare for future PSPS events. In many cases, state funds are supporting installation of 

diesel back-up generators.  In addition, PG&E is deploying temporary diesel generators – an outcome 

in direct opposition to state greenhouse gas and pollution reduction goals. Diesel generators emit 

high levels of asthma-inducing particulate matter, as well as toxic carbon monoxide and smog-

producing, climate-changing pollutants. With experts suggesting that Covid-19 outbreaks will 

become seasonal and therefore still be with us during future fire seasons, we need to address future 

power outages without increasing stress on human respiratory systems.   

Energy resilience through clean microgrids and distributed energy resources offers a safer, 

healthier solution.  

 

We are likely too late in the year to achieve substantial additional installation of new clean energy 

resilience infrastructure in time for the 2020 fire season, but there is time for thoughtful planning for 

the 2021 fire season. With rapidly declining prices for solar and battery storage -- as well as advances 

in fuel cells, combined heat and power and other energy efficient power generation technologies -- 

distributed clean energy can provide a more sustainable path to resilience.1  California already has 

over one million solar roofs installed, most of which cannot be used during power outages because 

they are not paired with energy storage.2 Solar plus storage is often more cost effective than fossil 

 
1 For a detailed discussion, see the Vox article here, “Wildfires and blackouts mean Californians need solar panels and 

microgrids,” Oct 28, 2019.   

2 See the recently-released paper by Sunrun, “Smart, Clean Neighborhood Grids: Redesigning Our Electric System to Help 

Communities Power Through Blackouts” which explains how distributed energy resources can reliably supply the same services 

as gas-powered microgrids.  The idea is to disconnect distribution substations from the transmission grid during planned outages 

and use energy stored in batteries at the distribution substation to re-energize individual distribution circuits on the local level. 

This re-energization could be triggered by a substation-sited energy storage installation. 

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/10/28/20926446/california-grid-distributed-energy
https://www.sunrun.com/sites/default/files/Neighborhood_Grid_Paper_Sunrun.pdf
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fuel backup generators when factoring in use over time, and can provide revenue and load shifting 

benefits on a daily basis,3 unlike diesel generators which are only useful during a grid outage.  

Clean energy resilience, already piloted with support from the state, can be scaled-up if necessary 

state funding support is provided. 

• The California Energy Commission’s (CEC) Electric Program Investment Charge program 

has invested approximately $90 million in 39 microgrid projects to enhance resilience with 

clean energy, supporting critical facilities including medical centers, fire stations, and 

community centers.4  

• CCAs have been actively developing clean energy resilience programs.5  For example, 

Oakland-based East Bay Community Energy (EBCE) is evaluating over 500 critical facilities 

across Alameda and San Mateo Counties for solar and storage, issuing a solicitation for 

installation during the summer of 2020.  

• Local governments have been completing clean energy resilience plans and projects which 

could provide models for additional communities.6  

 

Given the Covid-19 emergency as well as the PSPS threat and the broader threat of climate 

change, the State should immediately fund a new program to support clean energy resilience, 

which could be based upon existing statutory authority. 

 

Pursuant to SB 379 (Jackson), signed into law by Governor Brown in October of 2015, cities and 

counties are called upon to identify the risks climate change poses and develop a set of adaptation 
and resilience goals and objectives – including a set of feasible implementation measures aimed at 

adapting and building resilience to the impacts of climate change.  What has been missing is a 

unifying state framework and funding source for resilient clean energy planning.  This was provided 

by legislation introduced earlier this year by Senator Dodd, SB 1314, the Community Energy 

Resilience Act, which proposes a new state grant program to achieve energy resilience needs in 

alignment with state environmental and health goals. 

 

With new state support, local governments could identify areas most likely to experience a loss of 

electrical service during future PSPS events and develop plans to ensure that a reliable electricity 

supply is maintained at critical facilities, prioritizing use of clean energy options. This will require 
collaboration between local governments, utilities and interested stakeholders, consistent with 

recommendations in the State’s draft Integrated Energy Policy Report7  The pivotal role of local 

governments in energy resilience planning was highlighted in a January CPUC staff report.8 With 

 
3 See the recently-released Vote Solar report, “Resilient Clean Energy for California.”  

4 Examples include Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Richmond, community facilities like the Blue Lake Rancheria 

(credited with helping to save lives of medically-dependent people during the 2019 power shutoffs), and fire stations in Fremont.  
5  For a detailed summary of current CCA clean energy resilience efforts see “Joint CCA Notice of Ex Parte Communications” 

filed with the CPUC March 4, 2020 under R. 19-09-009 

6 Strategic Energy Plans have been developed in Southern California to enhance resilience for a transmission-vulnerable region 

through projects such as the Goleta Load Pocket Community Microgrid.  In Northern California, the Calistoga Community 

Microgrid is a preemptive effort to mitigate the impact of future PSPS events. 
7  See page 134 of the draft IEPR report, which notes that “The California Energy Commission, in partnership with the Integrated 

Climate Adaptation and Resilience Program, should work to develop guidance and resources to support successful engagement of 

local government and utility stakeholders in energy sector resilience planning.”  

8 See the CPUC staff report, “Short-Term Actions to Accelerate the Deployment of Microgrids and Related Resiliency Solutions”  

included in the January 21st ALJ ruling in the SB 1339 Microgrid Proceeding (R. 19-09-009).    

https://votesolar.org/usa/california/updates/resilientca/
https://lookinside.kaiserpermanente.org/powering-up-for-health/
https://microgridknowledge.com/blue-lake-rancheria-microgrid-outages/
https://cleantechnica.com/2019/04/05/fremont-ca-fire-station-is-first-in-us-with-solar-microgrid/
http://www.centralcoastpower.org/sep.nrg
https://clean-coalition.org/news/pivotal-year-for-goleta-load-pocket-community-microgrid/
https://clean-coalition.org/community-microgrids/calistoga-community-microgrid-initiative/
https://clean-coalition.org/community-microgrids/calistoga-community-microgrid-initiative/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/integrated-energy-policy-report/2020-integrated-energy-policy-report-update
https://www.transmissionhub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CAaljRulingJan212020.pdf
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resiliency plans developed and technical pre-feasibility completed, local governments will be 

positioned to make informed decisions about how best to meet their resilience needs, including how 
to take advantage of related public9 and private funds10 for project implementation.   

 

New state resilience planning efforts should prioritize providing clean energy for low-income 

communities.   While all communities are disrupted and suffer from power outages, lower income 

households are likely to suffer most.  The state should initially prioritize providing resilience support 

for local governments encompassing critical facilities – including community centers and schools -- 

serving low-income communities in high fire threat districts, consistent with the funding priorities 

contained in the Self-Generation Incentive Program Equity Resilience Budget.11   

 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.  Please contact Kurt Johnson, 
kurt@theclimatecenter.org, for additional information.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Ellie Cohen 

CEO    

The Climate Center 

 

Craig Lewis  

Executive Director 
Clean Coalition 

 

Susannah Churchill 

California Director 

Vote Solar 

 

Allie Detrio 

Senior Advisor 

Microgrid Resources Coalition 
 

Raghav Murali 

Senior Director of Policy and General Counsel 

Center for Sustainable Energy 

 
 

 
9 Local governments are eligible applicants for SGIP funds which can pay for local renewable energy generation as 

well as storage.  

10 Multiple vendors offer energy-as-a-service offerings which can potentially make it possible for local governments 

to procure clean energy resilience infrastructure without requiring expenditure of public funds for construction.  

11 See details in the CPUC SGIP Proceeding, R.12-11-005   

 

mailto:kurt@theclimatecenter.org
https://apps.cpuc.ca.gov/apex/f?p=401:56:0::NO:RP,57,RIR:P5_PROCEEDING_SELECT:R1211005

